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The P I'eSi dent’s Our First Teaching Assistants Share Their Experiences
Message Katie's Message

) By Kathleen McAdams
Janet Haines
What goes into developing a sum-This past summer, my sister Elizabeth and | had the good
mer educational program like thefortune to accompany Teachers for Tomorrow to Simeria, Ro-
one Teachers for Tomorrow con-mania. Elizabeth is a college senior at the University of Notre
ducts? This is a question | am asked frequently. Teamsdme majoring in German Studies, and | am a high school
teachers and details vary from year to year, but in general $ke@ior at Mount St. Joseph Academy who plans to major in
process remains the same. Our past summer’s efforts wdzication and Mathematics. As teaching assistants our expe-
typical, although they included the development of a nesience with the Romanian students was most positive in and
program and the postponement of another. outside of the classroom. In the classroom, my sister Eliza-

Late last fall we learned that General School Number 2lieth and | helped to team-teach classes in which the curricu-
the town of Simeria, Romania, wanted a TFT program ftum focused on building the English vocabulary of the Ro-
the summer of 1998. After corresponding with the principatanian students. The curriculum involved the English words
of the school, Professor Virgil Bozdog, | traveled to Romder the furniture and rooms in an apartment, the directions
nia in February to meet with him. Ms. Estera Oprean, an Engvolved with map skills, the human anatomy, and the as-
lish language teacher, was recruited as program coordingtects of marketing and advertising a service business. On Fri-
for the new venture. | also spent time in Hateg, site of days, we played the American game of softball. During our
existing program, to make plans with the school principdgst week of school, we made special arrangements with a
Professor Stefan Itul. A new English teacher at that scholoi¢cal bakery and taught the Romanian students how to make
Ms. Marilena Bocan, became the coordinator. one of America’s favorite cookies— chocolate chip. We have

After returning home it was time to recruit teachers farever seen students so excited to learn.

Romania. Once the teaching teams were in place, we deveRAlthough our school day ended at noon, we found ourselves
oped curriculums, collected educational supplies, arrangeerpetually surrounded by the children after school hours.
for living accommaodations in Simeria and Hateg, and book®de were invited to join them for many leisure activities such
airplane tickets. All members of the teaching teams took aa to walk four miles to go swimming, to go on a two and a
active part in planning the curriculum and finding necessamalf-hour hike straight up a mountain, and to dine with them
equipment, a process that required a number of meetingand their families at their homes. In fact, we found ourselves
lot of cooperation and many hours of time. teaching English to more than just the school students. Many
At the same time other events were occurring that ne@édthe smaller children who lived in our apartment block and
tively influenced our summer plans. Political tensions béheir parents began to pick up bits of English. This often
tween India and Pakistan accelerated. Although we wantemppened by playing games with them and teaching them songs.
to be in India to continue the program we began there in 199'AVe are grateful for the life-changing experience this vol-
it is not our intention to send volunteers into politically undnteer program afforded us. We will always remember the
stable areas. The decision was made to cancel the trip todmmmer of 1998. £
dia until conditions there seemed less volatile. Nevertheless,
we continue to have a strong commitment to the Jeevan Jyothi
School of Hyderabad, India, and we are helping them with
monetary support. We are hopeful that the politics will be
resolved so we can return in the future.

This summer, we sent seven teachers and two teaching as-
sistants to Romania. The proximity of Simeria and Hateg
permitted us to see one another and allowed me to travel by
train between the two towns to coordinate activities. Once
again the month-long experience was very meaningful to both

Continued on page 3



My Second Tl me ArOU nd plished over a time span of a few years by contributions from

everyone in the family, a pride is welling in the Romanian

Our P rog ram in H ateg ’ people. As for the mountains, my host family and | went there
. everyweekend. | spent many hours lying on my back by a
Romar"a frigid stream literally staring at the mountain steepness and

by Thomas Switzer contemplating the thought provoking shades of green.

Many of my friends here in the United States ask me if

Visiting another culture for a second time should give thge trip was worth the time, effort and expense; my response:
visitor a better insight into what is really going on. Being ikomania is incredible! &

the same town, Hateg, Romania, for the second time within.a
three year period provided just that. The previous teaching

trip had three of us Americans living together in a rented apart- Warm Feet .. Warm Smiles

ment. This time the three teachers, Ms. Desiree Campbell §{bre gre many ways to make a difference in the life of a

loan from the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia, MS,'chiId, inside the classroom and out. Sometimes all it takes is

Jennifer Granito from the Central Bucks School District ig simple pair of shoes.

Doylestown, PA, and I were housed with local families. This past February, Janet Haines, accompanied by Louise
The thre_e_of us I|v_ed and p_art|C|pated _mthe dallyllv_es RicLeod and Lauren Bird,both neighbors of Janet's in

our host families. A chief benefit was a lasting group of f”e_n‘boylestown, and Janet McFadden, a long time friend and sup-

ships bound together by customs, diet and an “internationglye from Newark, Ohio, travelled to Romania. They took

code” that can be best summed up as humor, humor and Me#@ them 200 pairs of shoes that had been donated for the
humor. Although the language barrier was an initial obstaclgyiiqren there.

it did not take many days to cross it. Romanian was as Muchy,ay gelivered the shoes to the Medical Dispensary in the
fun for us to learn as was English for our hosts.

tiny village of Densus. Densus is in the state of Hunedoara, in
the region of Transylvania. It's about 10 miles from Hateg
where TFT has conducted summer English classes for sev-
eral yearsThe shoes were received by Doctor Emil Crisan who
would oversee their — -
distribution to any
child who needed them
at no cost. .
By the light and af-
fection in their eyes
and the appreciation
in their smiles you can

L . see the difference a
We taught students ranging in age from six to twenty-six

) : air of shoes makes in
years. American culture and the English language were € faces of the chil-
medium of exchange. Each day’s activities in the classroor&sen as they take off
began to sound more and more like an American schoolroom A

.~Wworn out, ill-fitting
as the students loosened up and took on the sounds of enjoying. - d replace them ;
education, something that is still a little out of place in Roman{/a\}ith a warm, good Children at Dr. Emil Crisan’s medical clinic in
: . : , - Densus received more than medical treatment...
Des and Jen proved to be just the right tonic for the youngz. | g pair. e aditof new shoes. TFT volunteers paid thir own
sters with whom they worked. There soon formed a tight re- expenses to take shoes to Romania.
lationship between the American teachers and their students;
made evident by the group ice cream and soda conclusion@v;[

0

each daily session. These gatherings were held in the Ha ugotes from Here and There
town square and drew inquisitive onlookers every day. Sayiello, my name is Zamfirescu Luminita. | am not too tall but not
ing good-bye to these very bright and loving children provedo short. | have brown eyes and brown hair. | am not too thin but
to be a rather tearful event. not too fat. | am kind. | like to learn and | like animals very much.

| found time to concentrate on other tangibles, focusifdy favorite classes are: Eng[lsh, math. and. sports.... From the
on what | had overlooked on my previous teaching excursiBlpment when we made our first steps in this school, we learned
to Hateg. My insights centered on the work ethic of pos§(_3mething. We learned and learned and then we became a new
revolutioﬁary Romania and | also discovered how intoxica“iEeneration who want (sic.) to fly in life. {from an autobiographi-
ing the nearby mountainous setting could be. Judging by ﬁ%SketCh]

amount of new construction taking place, generally accom-

Luminita Zamfirescu,
a student Simeria, Romania



WE NEED YOUR HELP!

[] Yes, | would like to help Teachers for Tomorrow. Enclosed
is a contribution in the amount of $ (make checks
payable to Teachers for Tomorrow ). Your employer may
match your gift to TFT. If so, obtain a matching gift form
from your employer, complete it, and mail it with your
check.

The official registration and financial information of Teachers for Tomorrow
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-
free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply
endorsement.

[] ' would like to volunteer my time or services.

[] 1 would like more information about Teachers for
Tomorrow.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

A New Program and a New Place: Summer in Simeria

A typical midsummer morning in Simerid
finds this Romanian town waking to th
sounds of vendors in the open air mark
laughing and shouting as they set up displ4
of fresh produce, the hissing and groaning
trains at the train station, and the clip-clop
horses’ hooves as hay wagons pass along
streets. This summer, however, a new soum
was added to the familiar cacophony: tff8
voices of happy children at the local scho#®
where youngsters were attending a volunta®#

voices were using English, a language /g
was not taught in Romanian schools until ni
years ago.

For four weeks this summer, when mo;
schools were closed for vacation, the doct
of General School Number 2 were open

chocolate candies. Perhaps the most popular
activity of all was going to a local bakery to
make American chocolate chip cookies, made
authentic by bringing chocolate chips and
brown sugar with us from the US. By the next
morning versions of chocolate chip cookies
were being baked in students’ homes as at-
tempts were made to modify the American
recipe in order to make use of ingredients
available in the local markets. The Romanian
chocolate chip cookies were quite delicious.
The results of Teachers for Tomorrow’s
presence in Simeria can be measured in sev-
eral ways. First of all, the children’s partici-
pation was high. They did not want to miss a
single activity, and they willingly did home-
work. In addition, after school was over for
the day, the young people and their families

each morning so local children could attend David Buday with Romanian studentplanned dinners, picnics, and trips to nearby

English language classes provided by Teachers for Tomplaces of interest for the American teachers. As we walked
row. Attendance was voluntary, and most mornings foutldrough the town, people called out greetings to us, in Eng-
more than a hundred eager students crowding into the cldisty, and often stopped to talk to us. But most importantly,
rooms. The classes were taught by American teachers,l@illg before we came home, the principal of the school, Pro-
members of the faculty of William Tennent High School ifessor Virgil Bozdog, and his staff were making plans for
Warminster, PA: Mr. David Buday, Mrs. Janet Haines, Mraiext summer’s English program, and we were presented with
Dolores McAdams and Mr. Matthew Sikora. Additionallya written invitation which read, “.... We wish you to return
for the first time, two teaching assistants were part of the sunext year for another program like the one you had this sum-
mer English program. Mrs. McAdams’ daughters, Elizabether. We hope you will have enough money to send us teach-
and Kathleen, participated fully in the planning and instruers to help our students grow in their English studies and learn
tion of each day’s activities. more about America. We thank Teachers for Tomorrow for
Lessons were planned to augment, expand and go beybelping our children.” &
the textbook learning used in Romanian schools. The cl=
dren engaged in such activities as making posters, maps, ¢igasident’s Messageontd from page 1

grams and dioramas, and writing original compositions. Ofif; chers and students. We worked with more than 200 young
classes went outside the classrooms as well. Every Friday Wé8ple. The schools have already asked us to return in 1999.
designated as “Sports Day,” with organized games and teafpe truly believe the impact we have on the young people
SportS. American softball became an immediate favorite. ‘Tm]o eager]y attend our classes is beyond meaEheanter-
softballs, bats and gloves we brought with us received gogst, questions, and enthusiasm they bring to us each day, and
use. One day the children participated in a treasure hunt, fbkir eyes brimming with thanks and tears when we leave, give
lowing a series of clues that led them to boxes filled witls the drive to continue with our program year after ye«"




Teachers for Tomorrow
2898 Mill Road
Doylestown, PA 18901
(215) 794-5321

T g

W Keystones

Foundation has donated $1000 to assist TFT in its work.

Thanks to the Doylestown Rotary Club for a very generous $600 donation which
enabled TFT to extend a “Hand for Youth” to students in another part of the warld. Janet H. Haines, President
Elizabeth L. Biester
How did we transport eight teachers plus luggage and supplies to Keppedy Georgiana S. Coles
airport? Thanks to the Fred Beans Organization we were able to do jugt that. JK%””E"I\WAB-G?'QS
e _ efirey M. Glimore
We thank them for providing a 15-passenger van. William W. Haines
Louise McLeod
In recognition of the value that a conversational English language instryction Diane Nyland
provides to young people in underdeveloped countries, the Sovereign|Bank  A. William Vantine, Ed.D.

Teachers for Tomorrow
Board of Directors

The TFT website, www.libertynet.org/tft,
will open December 1998.

TFT received a $500 donation from the Mission Committee of Lanape \

program and the values it teaches to the students that we work with.

Presbyterian Church. The church has recognized the importance of our ouit

ley
:

each THE KEY

Editorial Staff

One of the region’s most philanthropic businesses, Byer’s Choice, has corftinued David Buday
its support of our mission with a $500 donation. The donations received from our JJa”'??_IC_O'e

H H H H ane alines
corporate supporters are extremely helpful to FTF in achieving its goals. William Haines

o ] ) ] Kathleen McAdams
TFT thanks Wojcik & Company, a local CPA firm for donating the time to conjpjle Louise McLeod
our financial statements. We value their expertise and the advice they give U1g. Thomas Switzer
Wheat First Union Sponsors Fund Raiser

ur second annual Cocktail Part

fundraiser was held on Sunday, Marclg
15 and hosted, once again, by board mengs
bers Kenneth and Georgiana Coles, at theit
home. The reception, sponsored by théj
investment banking firm of Wheat First
Union, was attended by more than 100 pe
ple and raised over $5000 for our program
The hors d’oeuvres were generousl
donated and catered by Jack Skudris
Memorable Affairs and Fivi, Maria and Vali
Delapeta who are native Romanian

currently residing in Bucks County. As
was the case last year, teaching supplies
such as crayons, construction paper, and
scissors were donated by the guests and
collected throughout the evening. The
highlight of the party was the raffling off
of a hand sheared, woven and dyed wool
Romanian blanket. The lucky winners
were Rachel and Wistar Silver (see photo).
Plans are underway for our next
fundraiser to be held in March of 1999.
We look forward to another exciting event.



1998 List of Donors

John & Diane Schoenfelder
Ken & Georgie Coles
Chris & Blaureen Serpico
Dee & Carie Keller

Doug & Donna Fisher

Jim & Mary Borthwick
Rod & Raren Almeida
Skip & Judy Yerkes

Dave & Diane Nyland

Lili Harish Chandra

Jim & Dolores McAdams
Gene & Sandy Fickes
First National Bank of Newtown
Joan Kelley

Fluehr Funeral Home
Jane Fox

St. Bedes Church
Luciano & Cori Sansalone
Lenape Valley Presbyterian Church
Mark Wojick

Doylestown Rotary Club
Kathleen McAdams
Joann Simpson Growney
Elizabeth McAdams
Byers' Clhoice

Fivi Delapeta

Jennifer Granito

Maria Delapeta

Thomas & Barbara Cole
Vali Delapeta

Steve & Joyce Hanson

Little things mean a lot. Children in Simeria find gold foil wrapped packets of chocolates, donKtatidsy

Real Estateat the end of a treasure hunt.

Jack Skudris

Jeff & Sharon Rawes
Kathy Tortoriello

John Wilkens

David & Jane Buday
Deseree Campbell

Matt Sikora

Wheat First Union

Roy & Nancy Kolb

Tom & Judy Newman
Thom & Regina Switzer
Alan & Shelby Gaudio
Sue Doletski

Tony & Kate DelLosso
Harold & Farah Vikoren
Cintra Jones Browse
Joe & Suzy Kiefner
Maureen Walker

Chris & Helen Holweger
Bob & Lutzi Fisher
Jane Rawes

Chuck & Carolyn Smith
George & Jacki Kennedy
Wistar & Rachel Silver
Gene & Ellen Levin
Bob Tuffner

Bob Fratta

Bill & Connie Eastburn
Dave Biester & Kit Haines
Jim & Jane Beard

Russ & Marilyn Schulz

Soverign Bank

Mary Hoffmaster

John Kuriyan & Dini Chandra
Paul & Karen Nielsen
Dan & polly Nesi
Lahaska Travel

Council Rock Students
Michael & Lauren Bird
Stu & Jan McFadden
Brian & Louise McLeod
Bill & Janet Haines

Ed & Gloria Dobin

Joe & Peggy McCarvey
Bob & Pam Byers
Stanton Shelton

Mrs. Henry Paxson

Rick & Andree Hadden
Dave & Peg Werrett
Dan & Jenny Fest
Modern Cleaners
Jennifer Yodis

David Keller

Janine Cole

Doreen Paynton

Edith Haines

Trish Kieffer

Bob & Geri McMullin
Bob & Jane Nicodemus
Nancy Saar

Winslow Hill

Susan Keller

Lot & Diana Rizzardi
Jane Biberman

Joanne B. Goelz

Tom & Barbara Kube
Tom & patti Thomas
Summit Bank

Bob & Elaine Gilmore
Anna Shantz

Chuck & Rea Boylan Thomas
Christopher & Mary Ann Bursk
Patricia M. Sparks
Jonathan & Candice Smolowe
Bill & Kathy Vantine
Pete & Liz Biester

Steve & Jo-Jean Gilligan
Lynn Schreck
Memorable Affairs

Molly Leahy

Max & Paula Rose



